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1955 


January 3, 1955 - Boonsville — You can find internet webpages that say Elvis 
Presley performed in Boonsville, Albemarle County, three days into the new year 
of 1955. Those internet webpages are full of shit. Elvis began recording and 
performing in the summer of 1954. By January of the following year he was 
making regular appearances on The Louisiana Hayride radio show. Although he 
had a small regional following, Elvis was not yet a star, and had not yet ventured 
as far as Virginia. Besides, have you ever been to Boonsville? If you have you 
wouldn't remember it. It's not a town. It's barely a crossroads. In reality, Elvis 
was somewhere on the road between Houston and San Angelo, Texas during 
those opening days of 1955. 


May 15, 1955 - Norfolk - Almost certainly Elvis's first-time visiting Virginia. He 
gives two performances at the Municipal Auditorium, at 3:00 and 8:00, to 
audiences of about 3,000 attending each show. Elvis is part of the “Hank Snow 
All-Star Jamboree” along with Faron Young, Mother Maybelle and the Carter 
Sisters, Slim Whitman, and others who perform prior to the headliner, Grand Ole 
Opry star Hank Snow. Elvis's performance slot is short - only two songs - and he 
probably plays both sides of his first release on Sun Records: Arthur Crudup's 
"That's All Right" and Bill Monroe's "Blue Moon of Kentucky." On the road, Elvis 
performs with the same musicians who helped him make that record: Winfield 
“Scotty” Moore on guitar and Bill Black on upright bass. 
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May 16, 1955 — Richmond 
— Elvis has an evening 
show at 8:30 with the 
jamboree at Richmond’s 
Shriner’s Mosque. A 
preview blurb in The 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
lists him as Elvis Prestly. 
The show is attended by 
Chick Crumpacker and 
Brad McCuen, regional 
leaders at RCA Records 
who are out to hear what 
all the fuss is about. They 
are left something more 
than impressed by what they see, both onstage and in the crowd: “We were 
astounded by the reaction, both in the Richmonders and in ourselves,” said 
Crumpacker. “All the mannerisms were more or less in place ... there were 
frequent belches into the microphone, and the clincher came when he took his 
chewing gum and tossed it into the audience. This, of course, was shocking. It 
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was wild. But what really got the listeners was his energy and the way he sang 
the songs. The effect was galvanic.” 


May 17, 1955 - Richmond - Elvis has breakfast with Crumpacker and McCuen at 
the Jefferson Hotel. They are still shook by what they witnessed the night before. 
Expecting to encounter an authentic wildman, they're amazed that Elvis is 
friendly and affable. “He was so unassuming, he seemed somewhat withdrawn at 
first, looked nervously around the room ... we liked him immensely, from the 


start.” They're quick to share what they've seen and heard with their bosses at 
RCA. 


May 18, 1955 - Roanoke - Snow, Elvis, and the jamboree give two shows, at 7:00 
and 9:00 at the American Legion Auditorium. Elvis spends time before the shows 
stalking around town, keeping to himself, and shopping at the Roanoke Record 
Shop, the sponsor of tonight's performances. He keeps to himself because he's 
avoiding the temporary friction that has developed between Scotty and Bill — 
possibly centered around all the attention Elvis is getting. Some reports say they 
didn't even play with Elvis for these shows, and that backing musicians recruited 
from other acts filled the gap. Elvis stays with the troupe at the Hotel Roanoke. 
The next morning, while settling finances at the Roanoke Record Shop, Hank 
Snow's manager told the shop owner that he was thinking about taking on “the 
boy” - Elvis — as a client. “I've got nothing to lose,” ‘Colonel’ Tom Parker told 
Viola Bess, the owner of the record store. 


September 11, 1955 — Norfolk - Elvis returns to Norfolk for a “return 
engagement by POPULAR DEMAND.” It's another tour headlined by Hank Snow, 
even if Snow has slipped below Elvis in the advertised billing, and even if the 


newspapers are still getting it wrong with “Elvis Pressley.” They play two shows, 
at 3:00 and 8:00 


September 12, 1955 - Norfolk - The last of “3 BIG SHOWS” at the Municipal 
Auditorium is performed at 8:00. The Louvin Brothers and Cowboy Copas are 
members of the tour this time through. 


September 15, 1955 - Roanoke - Elvis is part of an 8:00 performance at the 
American Legion Auditorium. The Roanoke Times previews the show by 
describing Elvis as “the hillbilly Frank Sinatra.” Some proceeds from the show are 
donated to the Roanoke sandlot baseball fund. 


September 18, 1955 - Richmond - Two shows — 2:30 and 8:00 - at the WRVA 
(previously and later again known as the Lyric) Theatre. Half of the newspaper 
advertisement space is now given over to Elvis, including a flattering portrait. 
Hurricane lone ravages the East Coast after making landfall near Wilmington, NC. 


Aa 


The fans in Richmond brave the Category 4 storm to turn out for Elvis and the 
others. 


September 19, 1955 - Richmond - An 
8:15 show at the WRVA Theatre. 


September 20, 1955 - Danville — Elvis’s 
only performance in “The City of 
Churches” is given at the Danville 
Fairgrounds. Hank Snow has other 
engagements during this leg of the tour 
and the Louvin Brothers are the 
nominal headliners. Admission to the 
ninety minute (for all performers) show 
is $1. Following the show, ticket- 
holders are invited to participate in 
“round and square dancing ‘till 
midnight.” 


November 29, 1955 — Richmond - 
Some sources say Elvis performed at 
The Mosque this Tuesday night as part 
of a special show for employees of the 
Philip Morris tobacco company. Maybe 
so, maybe not. It’s hard to find reliable 
confirmation and there’s no extant 
advertising (appropriate, if this was 
indeed a private show). A phantom night. 


1956 


February 5, 1956 - Richmond - Two shows (2:30 and 8:30) at The Mosque. Elvis 
is the clear headliner on this tour leg, with the Louvins, Mother Maybelle, 3 
Earnest Tubb's son Justin, and others from the Grand Ole Opry in support. Elvis 
has added a drummer - D.J. Fontana - to his touring band and his sidemen new 
perform under the name “The Blue Moon Boys.” Now an RCA recording artist, 
Elvis made his national TV debut the week prior, on CBS’s Stage Show. 


February 12, 1956 — Norfolk - Three! shows at the Municipal Auditorium (2:00, 
5:00, 8:00). Tickets are $1 (kids 50 cents). 


February 13, 1956 — Newport News — Four! shows at the Paramount Theatre 
(4:30, 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00). The final show is added at the last minute to 
accommodate overflow crowds on this Monday night. Elvis is catching fire. 


March 22, 1956 - Richmond - Two shows (7:00 and 9:00) at The Mosque with 
comedian Rod Brasfield, Mother Maybelle, and the Carter Sisters in support. A 


“scroll of appreciation” is prepared for Elvis by hi in Ri 
y his fans in Richmond. It 
than 1,800 signatures. pagana 


June 30, 1956 - Richmond - Two shows (5:00 and 8:00) at The Mosque. The 
support acts for this tour (The Flaim Sextet, comedian Phil Maraquin, magicians 
George & Betty Johnstone) aren't mentioned in the newspaper advertisements 
as this is now “The Elvis Presley Stage Show:” Elvis is accompanied by a 
photographer, Al Wertheimer, who takes publicity stills for RCA and is tagging 
along on a whim. An hour before the first show, Wertheimer finds Elvis in the 
Jerreraon Hotel coffee shop in the company of a woman - a stunning blonde 

dressed for Saturday night,” - with a soft Southern accent. Wertheimer follows 
them to the venue and photographs Elvis's attempts to rehearse with his backin 
singers The Jordanaires over the din of dozens of girls screaming through an i 
open window. Elvis disappears in the commotion and Wertheimer watches the 
various opening acts performing and milling about backstage. Looking for a 
bathroom, Wertheimer stumbles upon Elvis and the blonde in an intimate 
embrace in a stairwell. Wertheimer cannot resist the temptation to photograph 
them there. He would later write that Elvis was “slow, natural, insistent. He slid 
his arms around her waist. She pressed her arms against his shoulders.” They got 
closer and closer until she playfully stuck out her tongue at him, and he touched 
hers with his. At that exact moment Wertheimer closed the salita and made 
one of the most fantastic and famous photos of young Elvis. 


At the conclusion of the second show, Elvis is rushed out of the venue before the 
crowd realizes he's gone. Smuggled away in a police patty wagon, Elvis is driven 
to the train station where he takes the 10:50 PM sleeper to NYC. The next night 
he will appear on Steve Allen's television show and sing Hound Dog to a hound 


dog. 


In 2013, Vanity Fair magazine confirmed the identity of Elvis's date in Richmond. 
She was 20-year-old Bobbi Owens (later Barbara Gray) from Charleston, SC. She 
met Elvis two nights before and hitched a ride to Richmond with some of Elvis's 
friends and cousins. A self-proclaimed “party-girl,” Bobbi was married at 14, had 
a daughter at 16, and did some nude modeling to pay the bills. She had fun with 
Elvis in Richmond, but thought his sideburns were weird. Anyway, she preferred 
the music of Frank Sinatra. She knew all along that she featured in that famous 
picture with Elvis and told her family and everybody else that would listen. It just 
took a while for Wertheimer and the world to recognize that fact. 


After giving at least 25 performances in Virginia in about 13 months, Elvis will not 
give a show in the Old Dominion for another 16 years. 


1960 


March 9, 1960 - In a private railroad car attached to The Tennessean train, Elvis 
passes through southwest Virginia headed home to Memphis. Thousands of fans 
stand trackside to greet Elvis in Roanoke, Marion, and elsewhere along his 
journey. Elvis passes the time on the train gambling with his manager, Colonel 
Parker, betting S100 on each roll of the dice. Elvis spent the previous two years in 
the United States Army - serving out a 24-month conscription - in Arkansas, 
Texas, and Germany. While serving in the military, Elvis is introduced to pills and 
karate. He’ll do both for the rest of his life. 


1972 


April 9, 1972 — Hampton Roads - Elvis returns to Virginia in the midst of a 15-city 
tour for two shows (2:30 and 8:30) at the Hampton Coliseum. He arrives via his 
rented Gulfstream Il, landing at Patrick Henry Airport, and is immediately 
transported by limo to the venue for the matinee. Legend holds that Elvis's 
advance men demanded the construction of a new entrance for the coliseum to 
allow for private entry. Indeed, an “Elvis Door” was built just prior to the show, 
but venue officials claimed the construction was for the benefit of all performers 
who would use the venue, not just for Elvis alone. About 11,000 attend each 
show. The evening performance is filmed by MGM for a documentary film, “Elvis 
on Tour.” After the show, a merch salesman with the tour says he alone sold 
$3,000 worth of Elvis trinkets. 


April 10, 1972 - 
Richmond - An 8:30 
show at the 
Richmond Coliseum. 
Fans created a huge 
banner that reads 
“Virginia is for Elvis 
Lovers” and it hangs 
in the Coliseum 
during the show. 
While singing “Bridge 
Over Troubled 
Water,” several 
female fans become 
hysterical. Elvis 
laughs at them and 
waits for the 
situation to calm 
before he finishes 
the song. MGM films 
the performance for 
“Elvis on Tour.” 


April 11, 1972 - Roanoke - Elvis lands at Woodrum Field in the late afternoon. He 
is met aboard his Gulfstream by Mayor Roy Webber, who presents Elvis with the 
key to the city and a flower arrangement resembling a guitar. Elvis immediately 
(and accidently) breaks the gift. After speaking with the mayor, Elvis is 
transported to the Holiday Inn where he has two hours to rest before an 8:30 
show time at the Roanoke Civic Center across the street. At that same moment, 
the venue receives a bomb threat. Authorities conduct a cursory search and 
declare the threat a hoax. The venue is not evacuated but the show starts a few 
minutes late. The gross ticket receipts for this show are about 590,000. MGM 
also films this performance for “Elvis on Tour.” 


1974 
March 10, 1974 - Roanoke - Elvis again arrives via Woodrum Field but now 
aboard his own private jet, a Corvair 880 named “Lisa Marie.” To that point, it is 
the largest aircraft to land at the rural airfield and the pilot botches the first 
approach, coming in too fast. The aircraft is forced into an emergency touch and 
go takeoff, circles again, and lands safely on the second attempt. “What 
happened back there?” Elvis asks while deplaning. Elvis is again transported to 
the Civic Center Holiday Inn, where his representatives have booked 52 of the 
hotel's 156 rooms. Elvis stays in room 170, a three-room suite. Within minutes of 
arriving Elvis dispatches a taxi driver to pick up 50 hamburgers and 15 bottles of 


mineral water. There is a 
single 8:30 show tonight. 
“Presley looks a little 
heavier,” a newspaper 
reports the next day, “and he 
wears his pants a little 
looser. His female fans 
livened up the show by 
daring to bare as much skin 
as possible and they fought 
over the sweaty towels he 
tossed into the crowd.” 
Elvis’s performance is about 
55 minutes long. Of course 
it's a sell-out, with more 
than 10,000 in attendance. 
Tickets cost S10. 


March 11, 1974 - Hampton 
Roads - A single 8:30 show 
at the Hampton Coliseum, 
with many fans arriving wet 
and cold after walking long 
distances in the rain from 
their car to the venue. Elvis has a habit of giving out kisses and Scarves to pretty 
women in the audience. A fight breaks out over one silk scarf and is only settled 
when a police officer tears the thing down the middle, giving half to each l 
woman. Twenty-five police officers are detailed to the venue to act as security 
for Elvis but Chief P. G. Minetti complains “Everything is so secret that | don't 
even know what's going on.” z 


March 12, 1974 - Richmond - An 8:30 show at the Richmond Coliseum. There 
are almost 12,000 fans in attendance and many of them trudge through snow to 
see the show. Tickets sales alone account for 5109,250 in revenue. Elvis seems to 
be interested more in manipulating the crowd than singing. “He alternates his 
dance steps with karate stances and kicks, fists blows at the air ... spending more 
energy on his physical gyrations than his singing,” says a newspaper reviewer. A 
police officer who spent the closing minutes of the show catching women who 
rushed the stage speculated later: “| think they want to kill Presley, to martyr 
him.” 


March 18, 1974 — 
Richmond - Elvis returns 
to the River City for the 
second time in less than a 
week. The show fills a 
hole in Elvis's schedule 
created by a hastily 
scheduled date in 
Memphis two nights later ` 
that will be recorded for a 
live album to fulfil 
contractual obligations 
with RCA. Just the same, 
the second Richmond 
show is another sell-out 
and earns another 
$109,250 for an hour-long 
performance. Apparently, 
the sound is better this 
time around and a 
newspaper reporter who 
attended both shows says 
the speakers were 
rearranged. Elvis's vocals 
were pushed up in the 
mix and the orchestra pushed down. A reporter from the Richmond News Leader 
held a brief interview with 22-year old Debbie King of Prince George County 
outside of the venue. Her face was stained with mascara tears and her mouth 
was stuck in a shocked smile. She had one of Elvis's silk scarves wrapped around 
her neck. 


Did he kiss you? 
“No. But he touched me.” 

How do you feel right now? 
“Oh great. Great. Oh, | feel wonderful.” 

She turned away, staggering a bit, looking for her friends. 
“Nobody's getting this off my neck.” 


In 2011, 3/18/74 was given an official release by Sony (which now owns RCA 
Records) under the name “48 Hours to Memphis.” Like so many other things 
related to Elvis, it has become a collector's item and sells for stupid prices. | 
prefer the sound on the bootleg — “Guaranteed to Blow Your Mind” — and | think 
you will, too. 


1975 


July 20, 1975 - Norfolk - Elvis gives two performances (2:30 and 8:00) at the 
Norfolk Scope Arena, a venue that seats about 11,300. Elvis is a fuckin mess and 
the whole day is a disaster. In recent performances, he has taken to sniping at 
Kathy Westmoreland - a long-serving backup singer in the band and a former 
girlfriend - and saying terrible things about her onstage. Things like: “She will 
take affection from anybody, anyplace, anytime. In fact, she gets it from the 
whole band.” He's also distant and rude to a trio of female African American 
backup singers - The Sweet Inspirations - that have performed with him for the 
last six years. 

He's at it again during the matinee performance in Norfolk and push- 
back from Kathy and go-betweens before the evening performance only makes 
the situation worse. That night Elvis says something truly bizarre about the 
women onstage. Something about “smelling green peppers and onions .... the 
Sweet Inspirations were probably eating catfish.” Reacting to the diss, Estelle 
Brown, one of the Sweets, put her head down in embarrassment and Elvis 
noticed. “Estelle, Sweet Inspirations, if you don’t look up I’m going to kick your 
ass.” Bravely, Estelle left the stage. As did Kathy and another of the Sweets, 
Sylvia Shermwell, after Elvis said: “Sorry for any embarrassment | might have 
caused you, but if you can't take it, get off the pot.” 

The night goes down in Elvis lore as “The Catfish Incident.” Nobody 
knows what Elvis meant by the comment. Asked about it later, none of the Sweet 
Inspirations thought it had anything to do with race. But they knew it was hostile 
and nasty and another indication that the pills had changed the man that had 
once earned their respect. 

The next night in Greensboro, Elvis gave the women a half-assed 
apology. The Sweets performed but Kathy didn't. After the show, Elvis called her 
into his hotel room. He was wearing pajamas and holding a gift-wrapped 
wristwatch in one hand, a gun in the other. He asked her which one she wanted. 
She tried to laugh it off, took the watch, and told him she'd play out the rest of 
the tour, but then she was leaving the band. 

Elvis's judgment was disintegrating. The following night - in Asheville — 
in a rage about drugs he thought he needed to control a toothache, Elvis 
accidently shot off his Barretta, giving a minor wound to his personal physician 
(and one of his prescription writers) Dr. George C. Nichopoulos. The curtain is 
closing. 


1976 


June 29, 1976 — Richmond — An evening show at the Richmond Coliseum. The 
Times-Dispatch notes that Elvis is “a little portly” and spends most of his time 
onstage pacing and waving at the crowd. The News Leader notices “a stout man 
with slow, sometimes sluggish movements. He knows better than to play the 


musician when the crowds wants a presence.” He gives out 5 kisses and 47 
scarves during the show. 


July 31, 1976 - Hampton Roads - An 8:30 show at the Hampton Coliseum. Also 
for sale: Full color Elvis poster - $1; Color photo album - $3; Six-inch Elvis pin - $5; 
Replica Elvis scarf - $5. From a review in the Newport News Times Herald: “They 
are screaming for what he was, what he symbolizes, rather than what he is or 
how he sings now .... his gut hung over his belt a little, and his double chin gave 
his face a bloated look. But somehow he still can drive women crazy.” 


August 1, 1976 — Hampton Roads - A rare matinee-only (2:30) performance in a 
city where there was also a show the night prior. It's possible that Elvis hasn't 
even slept since the last show, as his normal routine calls for a late-morning 
bedtime assisted by a complex pill routine. He's onstage for less than an hour 
and sings himself for less than half of that time. Kathy Westmorland - who has 
returned to the band - and J.D. Sumner give extended solo spotlights to fill out 
the show. Most of the fans don't care, thankful just to exchange their $7.50, $10, 
or $12.50 for the chance to be in the same room with the man. 


August 2, 1976 — Roanoke - On the ride from the airport to the hotel (the 
Sheraton off I-81 in Salem) Elvis tells his police escort: “This sure is a beautiful 
valley.” He performs that night at the Civic Center for a crowd of 10,594 which 
earns about $126,440. The show is an hour long but again Elvis lets various 
members of the band have feature performances or spotlight solos on their 
instruments. Elvis himself sings - or talks - for less than 40 minutes. As is 
customary, he closes the show with “Can't Help Falling in Love.” A banner 
hanging in the venue reads: “Elvis, We Love You Forever.” 


It is the last Elvis Presley performance in the state of Virginia. 


1977 


August 24, 1977 — Roanoke - Elvis is booked for a performance at the Civic 
Center as part of a twelve-show tour running from Portland, Maine (17 August) 
to Memphis, Tennessee (28 August). None of it happens. 


da day before the first show, on 16 August, Elvis dies at Graceland, his home. He 
is alone. 


Roanoke radio station WSLC uses the already booked Civic Center on the night of 
the 24" — during the same hours Elvis was scheduled to perform - to host ba 
tribute to the departed King. The Civic Center plays Elvis records on the sound 
system and a 15-minute 8mm bootleg film of a previous Elvis appearance in 
Roanoke. A long banner is hanging at the back of the arena and many of the 
6,500 in attendance sign their names. The banner is later given to Elvis's father 
Roanoke Mayor Noel Taylor declares August 24 “Elvis Presley Day.” The Roanoke 
Times reports: “There was the crowd, the noise, the fanfare. For an Elvis Presley 


show at the Civic Center the stage was almo 
i st complete. Exce i 
remained empty.” ; a sab 
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Elvis in Virginia: Miscellany 


At 605 Riverland Road in Roanoke (in a neighborhood below the Roanoke Star) 
visitors can see a miniature Graceland constructed by and in the yard of ma 
Eperly, a diehard Elvis fan. There are also tiny model versions of other buildings 
that played roles in Elvis's life: his birthplace in Tupelo, an Elvis car AA Re 
even performance venues like the Roanoke Civic Center. Beside Don s en i 
small bronze Elvis statue next to a mailbox for donations and a sign that reads: 
“Visit at your own risk. Not responsible for accidents.” In recent years the 
roadside attraction has fallen into deep and sad disrepair but it’s still there, 
waiting for you to visit. 


The Virginia Lottery in 2001 and 2002 sold a scratch ticket game featuring Elvis. 
Tickets were $2 and participants scratched off guitars looking for matching prizes 
to win. In addition to cash prizes up to $20,000, the tickets offered players the 4 
chance to win a trip to Graceland, Elvis telephones, Elvis denim jackets, Elvis baby 
guitar wristwatches, Elvis t-shirts, and Elvis playing card se At the close Di the 
promotion a lottery press release said the game generated “record profits. 


Galax, Virginia furniture maker Vaughan-Bassett released a line of Elvis-branded 
bedroom sets in 2002. The furniture proved unpopular with customers ane plans 
to release a second line of household items — such as “blue suede sofas” (I’m not 
shitting you) — were canceled before the items hit showroom floors. 


// 


Appendix 1: Elvis in Virginia: A Bootleg Audio Guide 


Elvis is one of the most bootlegged musicians and there are countless pirate 
recordings of his studio sessions and live performances. Many of Elvis’s 
appearances in Virginia (unfortunately none before his return in 1972) are 
available as bootlegs. Complicating matters is the fact that many of the shows 
appeared in multiple versions under multiple names. Making heads and tails of 
the various offerings can be daunting, especially for the casual fan. 

So, presented below, is a bootleg audio guide covering Elvis’s performances in 
Virginia. Carry it with you. That way, when you find yourself browsing a stack of 
shady Elvis CDs at some sweaty swap meet, you have a map to guide your way: 


KEY: Performance date (Early/Late Show): Bootleg Name / Alternate Bootleg 
Name 


April 9, 1972 (Early): Electricity in the Air 


April 9, 1972 (Late): Live in Virginia / Suspicious Minds / Long Lost in Hampton 
Roads / Star Spangled Spectacular (partial, paired with August 1, 1976). 


April 10, 1972: Carry Me Back to Old Virginia / Red Hot in Richmond / From 
Richmond to Greensboro 


April 11, 1972: Elvis Rockin’ Roanoke! / Soaring Star 

March 10, 1974: Live from Roanoke 

March 18, 1974: Guaranteed to Blow Your Mind / Richmond 

July 20, 1975 (Early): Scope’s Hepa / Big Boss Man in Norfolk / Live in Norfolk 
June 29, 1976: Elvis Presley, Richmond Virginia 

July 31, 1976: Elvis Presley Live in oe Roads 


August 1 1976: The Bicentennial Elvis Experience / Return to Sender: The 
Summer of '76 / Star Spangled Spectacular (partial, paired with April 9, 1972) 


August 2, 1976: 10,000 Roanoke Fans Can’t Be Wrong 


** (Note: | did my best on this list. | doubt that it’s complete or completely 
accurate. It’s hard to be certain about these things.) ** 


Appendix 2: Setlist Examples 


Like many artists, Elvis typically rehearsed with his band prior to a tour, settled 
on “a show,” and performed the same set of songs every night for the duration 
of that tour. Surprise performances and changes to the setlist did occur - 
occasionally Elvis even took requests from the audience - but those were 
exceptions to the rule. 


However, the setlist did evolve over time, with changes typically made prior to 
the launch of a new tour leg. Unfortunately, those changes tended to reflect 
Elvis’s growing ambivalence about public performance and his tendency — 
particularly in the last years of his life - to rely on members of his band to pad 
out his already short show time. 


Presented below are two representative setlists. They are taken from Elvis’s first 
show in Virginia after his return to touring (4/9/72 Early) and his last ever 

performance (8/2/76) in the state. You'll notice that there are overlapping songs 
on both lists but in the course of four long and hard and twisted years everything 


changed. 


April 9, 1972 (Hampton Roads) 


2001 Theme 
CC Rider 
Proud Mary 
Never Been to Spain 
You Gave Me A Mountain 
Until Its Time for You To Go 
Polk Salad Annie 
Love Me Tender 
All Shook Up 
Teddy Bear 
Medley: 
Don’t Be Cruel 
Jailhouse Rock 
One Night 
Hound Dog 
Help Me Make It Through the Night 
Bridge Over Troubled Water 
Suspicious Minds (Intro Only) 
Love Me Tender (After False Start) 
Suspicious Minds 
An American Trilogy: 


Dixie 
Battle Hymn of the Republic 
All My Trials 

Heartbreak Hotel 

For the Good Times 

How Great Thou Art 

Lawdy Miss Clawdy 

A Big Hunk of Love 

Funny How Time Slips Away 

Can’t Help Falling in Love 


August 2, 1976 (Roanoke) 


2001 Theme 
CC Rider 
| Got AWoman 
Medley: 
Amen 
Love Me 
All Shook Up 
Teddy Bear 
Medley: 
Don’t Be Cruel 
And I Love You So 
Fever 
America The Beautiful 
Jailhouse Rock . 
Early Morning Rain (feature performance by John Wilkinson) 
What'd | Say (feature performance by James Burton) 


Johnny B Goode (feature performance by James Burton) 
Drum Solo (Ronnie Tutt) 


Bass Solo (Jerry Scheff) 

Piano Solo (Tony Brown) 

Electric Piano Solo (David Briggs) 

Love Letters 

School Day 

Love Me Tender 

Hound Dog 

My Heavenly Father (feature performance by Kathy Westmoreland) 


Walk That Lonesome Road (feature pe 
rformance by J.D. 
Quartet) j y J.D. Sumner and The Stamps 


Polk Salad Annie 
Can’t Help Falling in Love 


Sources, etico. 


Peter Gurainick's two volume biography of Elvis inspired 
this zine, provided all the context I needed, and must be 
the best thing you can read about the mano 


elvisconcertsecom was invaluable to my research. It 
features a searchable database of Elvis's live performances 
with entries for each show that includeg setlists, photos, 
newspaper: clippings, even information on what Elvis was 
wearing. Most of the photos I use here were taken from there 


I found and read a small booklet called "Blvis in Virginia" 
by Jim Ro Eanes while preparing this zine. It was a 
valuable source for checking dates and making sure that 

I dian't miss anything. 


I aiso looked at: 


=- "The Elvis Legends" by Don Harrison, published online 
by Virginia Living on December 22, 2010. 


= "The Elvis-Kiss Mystery - Solved" by Alanna Nash, 
published online by Vanity Fair on December 23, 2013. 


I was unable to find a booklet called "Elvis in Roanoke" 
by Guy Sterling from 1977. You can buy a copy for about 
a hundred bucks but I doubt it's worth ali that. 


The 1972 MGM documentary film "Blvis on Tour" is worth 
your time. it features plenty of footage shot in 
Virginia during Elvis's return to touring. 


on he askedme : "Who is that man?" "It's the King," 

I replied. Half through the movie he said: The King is 
a superhero." "Why would you say that?" I asked.. "Well, 
everybody loves him and he wears a big belt, a cape, 
and goggles." 


T =... on Tour" with my son, who is 5. Early 


He's absolutely right, of course. It's obvious when you 
think about it. 


If 


ae 
owl 
oe 


St 


air 


bagaman Naaawa 


